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Abstract: Measurements of length( area) weight and volume successively played essential role in tax paid in kind in

traditional agricultural China proportionately and equitably. An efficient centralized bureaucracy prerequisites systems of
salary supervision and evaluation of government officials which must have the technical supports of a unified measure—
ments of length weight and volume. Unification of measurements is also Indispensable for minting and issuing of standard

coins in a geographically large country where minting was scattered. Accordingly the unification of measurements is a key

to the constitution of ancient agricultural China.

Key Words: Measurements; Farming country; Taxation; Political governance
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